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desert. This district is bordered on the west by Belad-
el-Hasan, on the east by Belad-Hamum, all three being
bounded on the north by Hadramaut proper. But how
far this region extends northwards, and whether the
sandy desert of El-Akkaf (Bahr-es-Saffi) really begins
with the Wady Bakhiya, a branch of the Doan, are
points on which Wrede throws no light.

The southern coast lands are on the whole level,
and are succeeded by a hilly tract of moderate height,
beyond which the upland plains or ranges begin to
fall northwards to a depression between the high-
lands and the vast inland plain of El-Jauf (Gof).1
A bold attempt to penetrate into the interior from the
west coast was made by the French Jew Joseph Halevy
in 1870.

Since then little was added to our knowledge of the.
interior of Hadramaut till the year 1893, when Shibam,
which claims to be the capital, or at least the residence
of the most powerful Sultan, was reached from the south
coast both by Leo Hirsch and Theodore Bent. Starting
from Makalla, 280 miles east of Aden, Hirsch made his
way up the Wady Howera valley to the Jol or Magad
plateau, which forms the water-parting between the
streams which flow, when they do flow, south to the Gulf
of Aden, and north to the great Wady Masila. The
surface of the plateau consists' of a thick crystalline
limestone resting on a reddish rock of igneous origin,
which was exposed by the erosive action of running
waters. Crossing this desolate tract in a north-westerly
direction, Hirsch struck the Wady Doan, a head-stream
of the Wady Masila, opposite the town of Sif, the farthest
point reached by Wrede. Thence the route lay north
and east through Meshhed All, Hora, Shibam, Tariba,

^ There are several Jaufs or Jofs in Arabia, because the word simply
means "low land " in opposition to Nejd, or "high land."